MASTER BOOKLET

II. WORD
KEY OBJECTIVES
●
●
●
●
●

Understanding the origin and purpose of God’s Bible
Understanding who the Word is
Identifying obstacles to accepting the Word of God
Understanding our response options to the Word of God
Making the Word of God the standard for our lives

OMISSION

Not grasping the place of God’s Word in our spiritual walk makes studying the
Word meaningless and powerless.
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BEST APPROACH

How to get the most out of this booklet.

Before we begin, it is important to emphasize that gaining scriptural knowledge in itself, though important, is not
enough to change character. Putting biblical knowledge into practice is the key that teaches truth and the power of
God, which in turn changes hearts and lives. (John 8:31-32). The study is structured in a way that you will write out
the scriptures yourselves for the purposes of deeper reflection.
Here are some key points on how to get the most out of the booklet:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Steyn van Wyk
Ordinary disciple

Mentorship Study Approach - This was developed as a mentorship study approach. Please contact us if
you struggle to find a mentor that is equipped to support you on your journey with this series. We host many online sessions
and are eager to support you on your journey.
Pray - Always pray when you participate in this series so that you invite God through his Holy Spirit to open your mind and
heart.
Read the Scriptures - It is essential for you to use the Bible to read the scriptures before answering the questions (Rom
10:17).
Your Opinion doesn’t count - Always find the answer from the Bible, although you might think you know the answer. You
are responsible for protecting yourself from false teachings and religious opinions, so take good care.
Scripture’s Answer Count - Complete all the answers in the booklet based on the actual Scripture. Usually, the answers
are simple, but often the challenge is putting it into practice.
Be Vulnerable - Be very honest with yourself, even if it hurts. The saying “no pain, no gain” is relevant in this context.
Memory Verse - Always have a memory verse you are working on. This helps our minds to focus on God and his will.
Share - Share your journey with a friend, and never be discouraged. God loves us, and his patients endure forever.

REFLECTION
What did you learn in your last session and were able to put into practice?
__________________________________________________________________
With what did you struggle to put into practice?
__________________________________________________________________
What can you keep on doing or change to grow?
__________________________________________________________________
Are you getting out of this training project what you want? Why? Why not?
__________________________________________________________________
JesusDust us keen to receive your feedback from your sessions! www.JesusDust.org
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BUILDING ON THE ROCK
Mat 7:24-27 “Therefore everyone who hears these…………….…read all

Visualize Building on the Rock

Draw two houses, one on a rock and the other on sand. On the rock, add a Cross to
represent Jesus and plus signs that represent “putting into practice.” Draw wind and
waves coming in from the side.

THE ROCK

What is the house?
__________________________________________________________________
What are the streams and winds?
__________________________________________________________________
What is the rock?
__________________________________________________________________
What does the sand represent?
__________________________________________________________________
What is the meaning of “the great crash”?
__________________________________________________________________
HEART QUESTIONS:
Do you believe all the Scripture are God inspired?
__________________________________________________________________
Are you willing to hear (read your Bible) and put it into practice (obey)?
__________________________________________________________________
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JESUS IS THE WORD

Joh 1:1-3 In the beginning was the Word, and was………read all
1Jn 1:1-2 What was from the beginning, what we have…………read all
Who is the “Word of life?”
__________________________________________________________________
Where can we find the “Word of life?”
__________________________________________________________________
How was the creation made? (Hint: Genesis 1)
__________________________________________________________________
Why were the disciples sure about Jesus’s existence?
__________________________________________________________________
Are you willing to follow somebody’s teaching without knowing him?
__________________________________________________________________
HEART QUESTIONS:
How are you going to learn who Jesus is?
__________________________________________________________________
Do you have your own Bible?
__________________________________________________________________
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Visualize Word of Life

Draw a book (Word) and a cross (Jesus Christ) on top of the Word.

WORD OF LIFE

Judgement

Joh 12:46-50 “If anyone hears My sayings and does…read all

Visualize Word Judgement

Continue on the “WORD IF LIFE” drawing. To the left of the book (Word), draw a “X”
(rejection) and scull (condemnation) and on the right draw a “✔” (acceptance) and a
flame (eternal life).
Why did Jesus come into the world?
__________________________________________________________________
How important are Jesus’ words?
__________________________________________________________________
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Would it be fair if we don’t know how God is going to judge us?
__________________________________________________________________
How is God going to judge us?
__________________________________________________________________
How many words should we reject to be condemned by God?
__________________________________________________________________
Do you know your Bible?
__________________________________________________________________
Are you attentive to “how” and “what” Jesus is saying? Why is this important?
__________________________________________________________________
Are you willing to accept all the word of the Bible, even if it hurts?
__________________________________________________________________
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MY STORY

Hi there, my name is Steyn van Wyk, I am an ordinary guy, with a family, a dog, and
a job. I became a disciple of Jesus Christ 25 years ago.
25 years ago, I was looking for the meaning of life through intellectual conversations,
politics, various religious beliefs, etc. I escaped reality by having fun, drinking, and
pursuing wealth. But all of the aforementioned did not satisfy my deepest yearnings.
I was not able to find the truth or God, …. but God found me when he sent someone
to show me the truth through ancient Scriptures.
I needed a push start to get going, but once I got going, I could not stop myself from
wanting more. I was amazed at the Scriptures and realized that these was not the
writings of men but of God.
I was so taken by it that I did some foolish things. You may think that talking on a
mobile phone is dangerous! Twenty years ago, before the advent of mobile
technology, I would drive long roads while reading my Bible propped up on my steering
wheel. That is the extent to which I was prepared to go to absorb his Word.
One day I was totally amazed at what I found on the road while driving from Pretoria
to Johannesburg. I could not believe my eyes as I saw a guy passing me on the
highway with a Bible on his steering wheel, just like me. I looked again, focused my
eyes, and to my amazement, I recognized the guy behind the steering wheel. He was
part of our church fellowship, which obviously was very committed to God’s Word. I
am sure, that moment was a very rare occasion, and maybe even in the world. Let me
know if you have a story like this. If you think about it, the Ethiopian eunuch drove his
chariot while reading the Old Testament scrolls. He too came to a cross road through
the scriptures.
Act 8:27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important
official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had
gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot
reading the book of Isaiah the prophet.
I now know that you don’t need a theology degree to understand the Scriptures, you
just need a kick start, some-one that helps you to get going. So, I want to tell you, you
too don’t need a theology degree, you don’t need divine intervention, you don’t need
a special calling, and you don’t need to be part of a “religious in the group”. God wrote
the Bible to be accessible to ordinary people, people like you and me.
The reason why I did not understand the Scriptures was that I did not spend real time
in the Scriptures. My priorities were wrong, I made time for exercise, drinking, socials,
making money, and girls, and I had time to study for a degree at university, but I did
not make time to study God’s Word.
I was fortunate when one of my wife’s friends took a personal interest in our lives and
explained the basics of the Scriptures to us. At first, I was suspicious, but as we
progressed through the Bible my intellectual pride was broken down, and I found
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myself before God. My walls came down, and I became a free man. No longer running
from myself, no longer ashamed but becoming more equipped for the life ahead. Life
is not easy for anyone but learning to live the life God wants us live makes a world of
difference.
I learned that you could sit in church all your life and still miss God. Nothing has
changed from Jesus’s time, there were many religious leaders, but they did not show
the way to God. Today we have many religious leaders, but they too don’t know how
to show people the way to God.
I want to encourage you to take personal responsibility for your journey and learn the
Scriptures. Elementary Teachings can kick start your journey. Search for it as for a
treasure, and you will never look back again.
May God show you the way through the words of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
My name is Steyn van Wyk, and I am an ordinary disciple of Jesus Christ.
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QUALITIES OF THE WORD
Visualize Word Qualities

Draw a book (Word) on bottom with a cross in the middle of the Word. The qualities
are Crown (Word’s authority), eating utensils (usefulness), flame (Holy Spirit), eye
(transparency), scale (judgement), double edge sword (discernment and
punishment), cup (reward), red cross (healing) and man with halo (life and doctrine).
The qualities of the Word will be studied in the following sections:
God Breathed - 2Ti 3:16-17
Usefulness - 2Ti 3:16-17
Holy Spirit - 2 Pet 1:18-21
Exposed - Heb 4:12-13
Judge - Heb 4:12-13
Healing - Heb 4:12-13
Life and Doctrine - 1Ti 4:16

Page 11
Page 12
Page 12
Page 13
Page 13
Page 13
Page 14

QUALITIES OF THE WORD
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Divine Authority - God-breathed

2Ti 3:16-17 All Scripture is God-breathed and is……………………read all

Visualize Word’s Usefulness

Draw a book (Word) on the left, wind (God’s breath). What we should be doing with
the Word: Teacher with whiteboard (teaching students), angry face (rebuking),
hooked and arrow (correcting), and cricket team (training in righteousness). On the
right, draw yourself (a good worker).

GOD-BREATHED -2Ti 3:16-17

What are “all Scriptures”?
__________________________________________________________________
Where do the Scriptures come from?
__________________________________________________________________
Do you believe that all Scriptures are God-breathed? What is the implication
of this?
__________________________________________________________________
Are you willing to make “all the Scriptures” the standard for your life?
__________________________________________________________________
What do you think will happen if you do this?
__________________________________________________________________
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Usefulness
What does useful imply?
__________________________________________________________________
Who should be fully equipped?
__________________________________________________________________
What should the Scriptures be used for?
__________________________________________________________________
Give some examples of how this could be practiced?
__________________________________________________________________
What is the “good work”?
__________________________________________________________________
Describe how you will allow each “useful” item in your life?
__________________________________________________________________

Holy Spirit and Perseverance

2Pe 1:18-21 We ourselves heard this voice that came….……… read all

Visualize Persevere in Knowledge

ON the far left draw a small man (your understanding), and in the middle of the page
draw the Word (God’s your teaching) and flame (Holy Spirit).
Draw a small red dot (lack of knowledge) on the far right. Draw an arrow pointing to
the small dot (moving towards knowledge through perseverance). Now, draw a large
morning star over the small dot (persevere to grow to greater understanding).
This represents our journey from not understanding everything as you grow in our
knowledge and wisdom of God’s Word even when you don’t understand everything.

HOLY SPIRIT AND PERSEVERANCE
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What experience did the disciples have?
__________________________________________________________________
What is the meaning of the “light in a dark place”? What is the dark place and what is
the light?”
__________________________________________________________________
Where do the Scriptures come from?
__________________________________________________________________
Do you understand everything in the Scriptures?
__________________________________________________________________
What does God want you to do if we are unsure or don’t understand the Scriptures?
__________________________________________________________________

Accountability & Healing

Heb 4:12-13 For the Word of God is alive and ……………………..read all

Visualize Judgement and Healing

Draw a Bible (God’s word), double edged sword (living, active, and healing). On the
left of the sword draw a brain (thoughts) and heart (Attitude). On the right draw a
scale (judge), cup (reward). The eye in the middle represents transparency before
God.

ACCOUNTABILITY
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What is the implication of interacting with something that is living and active?
__________________________________________________________________
What is the Word compared with?
__________________________________________________________________
What is so unique about a double-edged sword?
__________________________________________________________________
How would you feel if all your thoughts of the last 24 hrs. are exposed to the people
around you? How many thoughts did you have today that you wish to keep secret?
__________________________________________________________________
Do you think God knows all your thoughts?
__________________________________________________________________
Are you willing to give God permission to work in your life even if it hurts?
__________________________________________________________________

Balance

1Ti 4:16 Watch your life and doctrine closely …………………..…..read all

Visualize Life and Doctrine

Draw an airplane with two wings and a man in the cockpit (your control your life). To
keep the plane balanced, add the “Word” (correct doctrine) on the one wing and a
heart (life) on the other wing. Draw more passengers in the plane (people that hear
and watch your life).
We need to be balanced to save both ourselves and others.

LIFE AND DOCTRINE

If you only watch your life, will that save you?
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__________________________________________________________________
If you only watch your doctrine, will that save you?
__________________________________________________________________
How can this affect you and those that listen to you?
__________________________________________________________________
Do you know your doctrine?
__________________________________________________________________
Do you watch your life?
__________________________________________________________________
What can you do about it?
__________________________________________________________________
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OBSTACLES TO GOD’S WORD
Four Obstacles
Visualize Obstacles to God’s Word

Draw Crown (Jesus) and GOD’s heart (God) on the left side and a man (our
separation) on the right side of the page.
Add four walls between God and the man. The four walls represent the obstacles to
God’s Word: Church buildings (Religiosity), people (Traditions), heart (Feelings) and
glasses (Distorted knowledge).
Religious – Mat 7:21-23
Traditions – Mark 7:1-13
Feelings – Joh 8:31-32
Distortion – 2Pet 3:16-18

Page
Page
Page
Page

FOUR OBSTACLES
We will not go through the scriptures that show each obstacle.
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Obstacles - Religiosity vs God’s will

Mat 7:21-23 “Not everyone who says to me,………………………read all

Visualize God’s Will vs. Religeosity

Draw on the left Jesus’ crown, Seven representing God, and a flame representing
the Holy Spirit. In the middle draw yourself. On the right we will add things that may
be in conflict with God’s will. In this drawing add a church which represents religious
things we do.

Battle of the Will - Religious

How spiritual was the “everyone” Jesus talked about?
__________________________________________________________________
Where can we find the “Father’s will”?
__________________________________________________________________
Does doing religious things bring salvation?
__________________________________________________________________
Are you sure you know God’s will?
__________________________________________________________________
What can you do to ensure you know God’s will?
__________________________________________________________________
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Obstacles - Traditions

Mar 7:1-13 The Pharisees and some of the teachers…………..read all

Visualize God’s Will vs. Traditions

Draw Battle of the wills drawing. On the right, draw people who represent our
traditions, or family.

Battle of the Will - Traditions

What traditions did the Jews perform that were not commanded?
__________________________________________________________________
Which of our traditions/ religious habits conflict with the Scriptures?
__________________________________________________________________
What are the controversial topics of today’s society? Do the Scriptures agree with
those topics?
__________________________________________________________________
Are you willing to “let go” of conflicting traditions and trends?
__________________________________________________________________
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Obstacles - Feelings

Joh 8:31-32 To the Jews who had believed him……………..read all

Visualize God’s Will vs Feelings

Draw Battle of the wills drawing. On the right, draw a heart which represents our
feelings and emotions.

Battle of the Will – Feelings

To whom was Jesus’ speaking?
__________________________________________________________________
How confident did the Jews feel about their faith?
__________________________________________________________________
Did their “faith” set them free?
__________________________________________________________________
List the steps they needed to take to be set free?
__________________________________________________________________
Should it first make sense before we obey?
__________________________________________________________________
When will it make sense what we do?
__________________________________________________________________
Are you willing to obey even if it doesn’t make sense?
__________________________________________________________________
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Obstacles - Distortion

2Pe 3:16-18 He writes the same way in all his…………………..…..read all

Visualize God’s Will vs Ignorance

Draw Battle of the wills drawing. On the right, draw a brain which represents our
knowledge and understanding.

Battle of the Will - Ignorance

How do we know if some-one is ignorant?
__________________________________________________________________
How do we know if someone is unstable?
__________________________________________________________________
What is the consequence of ignorance and instability?
__________________________________________________________________
Do you understand all Scripture?
__________________________________________________________________
How can you prevent yourselves from being ignorant or unstable?
__________________________________________________________________
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THREE RESPONSES
Responses - Fight

Act 7:54-59 When the members of the …………….…….read all

Visualize Response Fight

Draw a man angry man. The angry man represents those that reject the message in
anger.

Fight

What did Stephen accuse them of?
__________________________________________________________________
Why did they respond this way?
__________________________________________________________________
Do you sometimes get angry when confronted with the truth?
__________________________________________________________________
Which Scriptures do you reject and don’t like?
__________________________________________________________________
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What can you do about it?
__________________________________________________________________

Responses - Flight
Act 24:24-25 Several days later Felix came with his……….read all

Visualize Response Flight

Draw a sad face. The sad face represents those that reject the message of the
gospel by avoidance or sadness.

Flight

Why did Felix become afraid?
__________________________________________________________________
How do you usually handle conflict? (Fight or flight)
__________________________________________________________________
What are some of the challenging Bible topics or commands?
__________________________________________________________________
What can you do to overcome your weaknesses?
__________________________________________________________________
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Responses - Humility

Act 2:36-41 “Therefore let all Israel be………………….…………….read all

Visualize Response Humility

Draw a man worshiping God. The man represents those that respond joyfully to the
message of repentance.

Humility
Which Scripture did Peter use to convict their hearts?
__________________________________________________________________
What did Peter accuse them of?
__________________________________________________________________
What was their response?
__________________________________________________________________
Are you humble towards the Scriptures
© Copyright publication of www.JesusDust.org
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__________________________________________________________________

INTO PRACTICE –NOBLE BEREANS

Act 17:10-12 As soon as it was night, the believers sent………….read all

Visualize Noble Character

Go to your drawing “Three Responses.” At the top draw the Berean’s nobility: heart
(eagerness), eye (examination), clock (daily time), man (considering the truth).

Three Responses

Which two cities are involved? Who was the more noble?
__________________________________________________________________
Why were they more noble?
__________________________________________________________________
Practically, how did they examine Scripture?
__________________________________________________________________
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HEART QUESTIONS:
Which Berean’s qualities do you have?
__________________________________________________________________
What can you do to be more like a Berean?
__________________________________________________________________
Should we check if our pastor’s teaching agrees with the Scriptures?
__________________________________________________________________

INTO PRACTICE – WEEKLY ACCOUNTABILITY

The knowledge acquired is worthless and only puffs us up if we don’t put it into
practice.
1Co 8:1 We know that “We all possess knowledge.” But knowledge puffs up while
love builds up.
How is your Bible studying going?
___________________________________________________________________
What is Jesus’ message to you when studying his Word?
___________________________________________________________________
What are you learning about God’s will this week?
___________________________________________________________________
What have you changed because of God’s will this week?
___________________________________________________________________
Spend some time in prayer about hearing and submitting to God’s word?

KEY OUTCOME
☐ Did you achieve the key outcomes of this study? How do you think a first century
disciple would response?

☐ Accepting the absolute authority of God’s Word in your life.
☐ Putting into practice Jesus’ Words
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MEMORY VERSE

Don’t try and learn all the memory verses at once but only select one or two verses each week. Go at a pace that doesn’t add
too much pressure on yourself and others. You will find new meaning to the Scriptures you memorize.

Heb 4:12 For the Word of God
is alive and active. Sharper
than any double-edged sword,
it penetrates even to dividing
soul and spirit, joints and
marrow; it judges the thoughts
and attitudes of the heart. 13
Nothing in all creation is hidden
from God’s sight. Everything is
uncovered and laid bare before
the eyes of him to whom we
must give account.
Joh 12:47 “As for the person
who hears my words but does
not keep them, I do not judge
him. For I did not come to judge
the world, but to save it. 48
There is a judge for the one
who rejects me and does not
accept my words; that very
Word which I spoke will
condemn him at the last day.
49 For I did not speak of my
own accord, but the Father who
sent me commanded me what
to say and how to say it. 50 I
know that his command leads
to eternal life. So whatever I
say is just what the Father has
told me to say.”

1Ti 4:16 Watch your life and
doctrine closely. Persevere in
them, because if you do, you
will save both yourself and your
hearers.

Mk 7:8 You have let go of the
commands of God and are
holding on to the traditions of
men.” 9 And he said to them:
“You have a fine way of setting
aside the commands of God in
order to observe your own
traditions!

Mat 7:21 “Not everyone who
says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will
enter the kingdom of heaven,
but only the one who does the
will of my Father who is in
heaven. 22 Many will say to me
on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we
not prophesy in your name and
in your name drive out demons
and in your name perform
many miracles?’ 23 Then I will
tell them plainly, ‘I never knew
you. Away from me, you
evildoers!’

Act 17:10 As soon as it was
night, the brothers sent Paul
and Silas away to Berea. On
arriving there, they went to the
Jewish synagogue. 11 Now the
Bereans were of more noble
character than the
Thessalonians, for they
received the message with
great eagerness and examined
the Scriptures every day to see
if what Paul said was true. 12
Many of the Jews believed, as
did also a number of prominent
Greek women and many Greek
men.

A FINAL WORD

We invite you to support our training ministry financially if you benefit from this
booklet. With your support, we can employ more trainers in underprivileged
countries, train new trainers, spread the gospel about Christ Jesus, and start new
groups. Donate by going to our website www.JesusDust.org .
You may also contact us to become a certified trainer today. Benefit from online
training and other materials. Grow your personal ministry.
Feel free to contact us to provide any feedback or suggestions.
We thank you for your participation in our growth project!
Steyn van Wyk
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